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On the Limits of Tolerance and Mutual Recognition between Philosophers and Theologians:

Philoponus as a Case Study
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Abstract: This article attempts to determine the extent to which scholars in general adhere to values of
recognition and tolerance in their attitudes towards colleagues who disagree with them in opinion or
doctrine. Although one might notice that these values are not popular currency among humans in general,
especially when they are accompanied with personal or doctrinal competition, the article defends the idea
that non-recognition of the other does not hinder the development of knowledge; Rather, intellectual
rivalry leads to a form of recognition, albeit only acknowledged over time. The article sheds light on some
aspects of recognition and acceptance of the other in the texts of Muslim philosophers and theologians by
analyzing citations, expressions, and terms that may have either the sense of recognition or
underestimation of the contributions of others. It particularly focuses on the case of the sixth-century
Greek Christian philosopher and theologian, John Philoponus (d. ca. 570), who was not recognized by his
colleagues during his life and was subject to contradictory opinions (recognition and neglection,
acceptance and rejection) in the Islamic era. Using Philoponus and other theologians as a case study, the
paper provides general remarks on the interaction between philosophers (falasifa) and theologians
(mutakallimuin) and the role of that interaction in bridging the gap between the two fields.

Keywords: Recognition, Tolerance, Philosophers, Theologians, Philoponus
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