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Ibn al-Haytham and Philosophy
Reflections on his Autobiography

Ibn al-Haytham wa al-falsafah
Ta’amulat fi siratih al-dhatiyyah
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Abstract: There is no shadow of doubt that Ibn al-Haytham is a great icon in science and especially in the
field of optics. In fact, his work and research not only inspired but helped to cause a revolution in the
Copernican sense, or what Gérard Simon expressed as an intellectual breakthrough. However, many
questions revolve around Ibn al-Haytham himself. who was the man in the broad sense of the term?

For instance, A biographical doubt was raised by Abd al-Hamid Sabra in his writings, and the matter is: Is
Ibn al-Haytham one or two?

But the question which I shall broach today is related to Ibn al-Haytham as a philosopher and thinker. In
fact, throughout history, there have always been a strong correlation between science and philosophy. A
creative mind has never been stuck to just one field, he touches almost every aspect of our life and world.
Thus, like most of other great scientists, I can only presume that Ibn al-Haytham has indeed some
philosophic writings, but the light has never been shed on them.

Keywords: Ibn al-Haytham’s Autobiography, Abu ‘Ali al-Hassan ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Haytham, Abu ‘Ali
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Haytham, Philosophy, Mathematics.
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' Sabra, “One Ibn al-Haytham or Two? An Exercise in Reading the Bio-Bibliographical Sources,”

Band 15, 102.

* Sabra, “One Ibn al-Haytham or Two? An Exercise in Reading the Bio-Bibliographical Sources,”
Band 12, 10.
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Sabra, “One Ibn al-Haytham or Two? An Exercise in Reading the Bio-Bibliographical Sources,” Band
12, 29—30.
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