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Abstract: Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Sharif al-Tilmisani (d. 771 AH/1370 CE) emerges as a pivotal figure in
the “Second Maghribi Logical Revival” of the 8th/14th century, noted for his decisive role in
advancing logic in the Islamic West. This study provides a historical and introductory account of
his intellectual legacy, examining both his scholarly biography and his influential works on logic.
It begins by situating al-Tilmisani’s career in the broader context of Tlemcen’s cultural and
intellectual flourishing under the Bant ‘Abd al-Wad, where dynamic scholarly circles fostered
significant progress in philosophy, logic, and legal theory. The study then traces his formative
years under a cadre of prominent teachers, most notably Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Abili (d. 757/1356),
from whom he learned key rational disciplines. This education encompassed foundational texts
such as Ibn Sina’s (d. 428/1037) al-Shifa’, Ibn Rushd’s (d. 595/1198) paraphrases, and al-Khiinaji's
(d. 646/1248) al-Jumal, giving al-Tilmisani a critical perspective on classical and later approaches
to logic. Particular attention is devoted to al-Tilmisan1’s major Commentary on al-Jumal, in which
he draws on a complex heritage that includes Ibn Sina, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1210), Ibn
Rushd, al-Khiinaji, Athir al-Din al-Abhari (d. 663/1265), Najm al-Din al-Katibi al-Qazwini (d.
675/1276), and Ibn Wasil al-Hamawi (d. 697/1298). Manuscript evidence indicates that this
commentary enjoyed wide circulation in the Maghrib, al-Andalus, Tunisia, Egypt, Turkey, and
Iran—testament to its broad reception by scholars of the period. Finally, the study underscores
al-Tilmisan’s place at the heart of the second wave of Maghribi logic following the arrival of al-
Khiinaji’s works in the region. It highlights al-Abil'’s formative instruction—particularly in
teaching al-Jumal—and shows how al-Tilmisani, building on these lessons, produced a
comprehensive commentary that solidified his status as a founder of this second Maghribi school
of logic. Excerpts from his work are included to invite further research into his contributions.

Key-words: al-Sharif al-Tilmisani, Commentary on al-Jumal, al-Khuinaji Logic in the Maghrib,
Second Maghribi Logical Revival, Sa‘id al--Ugbani Ibn Marziiq al-Hafid, Tlemcen, Aba ‘Abd Allah
al-Abili, Knowledge and the sciences in the 8th/14th century, Intellectual life in the Islamic West,
Transmission of logical texts
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