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Al-MawardT’s (d. 450/1058) Normative Discourse between Islamic Jurisprudence,
Philosophy, and Adab: From a Legalistic Framing to a Systematic and Historical-
Contextual Reading
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Abstract: For over a century and a half, scholarly understandings of al-Mawardi’s thought in both Western and Arabic
scholarships have been shaped by a legalistic reading, one that has directed much of the academic attention to
political jurisprudence, particularly through al-Ahkam al-sultaniyya. Yet scholars have rarely paused to consider
whether this legal framing adequately reflects the character of al-Mawardi’s ethical and sociopolitical vision, or
whether it obscures a more comprehensive understanding of his intellectual legacy. This article aims to critically
assess this longstanding framing and propose elements of a systematic reading that situates al-Mawardr’s
jurisprudential thought within a broader normative discourse, encompassing the various intellectual fields through
which he advanced his ethical, social, and political ideas. The central claim of the article holds that the dominant
jurisprudential approach has produced a fragmented interpretation that conceals the deep interconnections
between the multiple disciplines that together constitute al-Mawardi’s thinking on society, ethics, and politics—
namely, jurisprudence, adab, and philosophy. The article explores how al-Mawardr’s normative discourse cuts across
all three fields in two parts. The first traces the emergence of the fragmented reading in the modern period, outlines
its major stages, and critiques its methodological assumptions. It also evaluates key studies that have attempted to
redress this fragmented interpretation. The second part presents elements of a systematic reading by analyzing
central terms in al-Mawardi’s thought—foremost among them the concept of adab—and tracing how these terms
connect the various fields through which he articulated his ethical and sociopolitical vision.

Keywords: Al-Mawardi—Adab Siyasa—Fiqgh—Systematic Reading—Philosophy
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' Gertrude. E. M. Anscombe, “Modern Moral Philosophy,” Philosophy 33, no. 124 (January 1958), 1-19.
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Eric Wiland and Julia Driver, “Gertrude Elizabeth Margaret Anscombe,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy (Fall 2022 Edition), Edward N. Zalta and Uri Nodelman, eds, accessed April 20, 2024,
https://plato.stanford.edu/cgi-bin/encyclopedia/archinfo.cgi?entry=anscombe.
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Jennifer Welchman, “The Fall and Rise of Aristotelian Ethics in Anglo-American Moral Philosophy:
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries,” in The Reception of Aristotle’s Ethics, ed. Jon Miller (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2012), 262—88.
* Anscombe, “Modern Moral Philosophy,” 4—6.
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Incommensurability,” in East Meets West in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Times, ed., Albrecht Classen
and Marilyn Sandidge (Go6ttingen: De Gruyter, 2013), 224-25
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Richard C. Martin, ed., Approaches to Islam in Religious Studies (Oxford: Oneworld, 1985); Carl W. Ernst and

Richard C. Martin, eds., Rethinking Islamic Studies: From Orientalism to Cosmopolitanism (Columbia, SC:
University of South Carolina Press, 2010).
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Haroon Khan Sherwani, Studies in the History of Early Muslim Political Thought and Administration (Lahore:
Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, 1942): 148-165.
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$ Maximilian Egner, Maverdii Constitutiones Politicae (Bonn: Adolph Marcus, 1853).
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' Mawerdi’s Publiek en administratief regt van den Islam: met een inleiding over de toepasselijkheid van dat
regt in Nederlandsch Indié, S. Keijzer (S-Gravenhage: H. C. Susan, 1862).
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Comte Léon Ostrorog (Paris: Ernest Leroux, 1900), i-iv.

catm L1 plazsl o 3] el 85 Cpylal) o 85 DU a1 £y el B % W) B Bl
A 31 G 30 (6,3 e 51 BV b el i e’ Ol €0y s W OB iy il “pn 1A

«
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# Mawardi, Les statuts governementaux or Régles de droit public et administratif, trans., Edmond Fagnan

(Alger: Type A. Jourdan, 1915).



2025 145 30 &R ) ] 5 o) g ol

T o e lels (OB 32 Ol A1 2l o Ja 6 o6 G ool L2l g
VAL

53 Tl g oW alo ) ods (3 il by B0l i ploza W 0 el Yl

£ Ol Jolos S (g3l A BV ) sl a5 ntedl SO 3 sl

817 50 sl elem Wy Bldl 255 oo s sl Sl oadl & Bl Y

3V auldly GLY) pla Y1 Ll s Jos 3 1B e add Yy (o5

s @l a Ul OBl Jola A2 d) e L) ods 3 Sl @ sl 4 (el

Ll G o b5 7 Y s g 5615 b 3 el Lo gmy oS (g5l 2]
& olall 3 A

el bW s iy (6355 361 3 Bole] il A L

B s (o 0l dBY ks St ol Jp Slbll b e 3 s
@ossW gy Lo ) aSTh g 06 sl ods il vo S 53502 5ol T Wl Tamis Sl
ey atnr rloadl (53,500 S5 3y b clabd) B OB 3 g s ol Lghaomy 3L
Gl (ol BB e 3 151 355ll) Char oy b E BT LI TP N
ol LD L) Lals ool 5359l sdl VI o gl Ay W 2aall] ol
S 55 b O3 Al By 5 5y dee el U cisllalll oY1 OB

o Oarls OLE ablee a3l « ) s oliny 321 36l ) o 802 2487 s

@MWl Bl Gy o Jay a8t 0l (3 (635500 sl 341 dol ¢ (Hamilton A. R. Gibb)
e By oyl o 38120V Sl LY S S pls V15115 3] B0 gl B
bl S 0 G ol e e o 53 20 21 0 Sligm sl DL I 5420l
asSloy 3 il e bl syl 02 s (O BtV Gy bl g e e dlam g e

' Henry Frederick Amedroz, “The Mazalim Jurisdiction in the Ahkam Sultaniyya of Mawardi,” Journal of
the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland 2 (July 1911): 635—-674.

* Hamilton A. R. Gibb, “Al-Mawardi’s Theory of the Khilafah,” Islamic Culture (1937): 291-302; “Some
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“Since the revival of interest in the caliphate it [the Ahkam] has been generally accepted as the most
authoritative exposition of the Sunni Islamic political theory, and indeed the existence of other works on
the subject is frequently ignored. Yet in spite of its reputation, no attempt has been made to situate the
work in its own setting.” Gibb, “Al-Mawardi’s Theory of the Khilafah,” 151.

' Gibb, “The Sunni Theory of the Caliphate,” 142.

* Gibb, “Al-Mawardi's Theory of the Khilafah,” 153.
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* Ervin 1. J. Rosenthal, Political Thought in Medieval Islam (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1958),
8-9.

Ernest Gellner, Muslim Society, 1st ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981), 1—2.
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“An independent political philosophy is not to be expected. The existence of the state as the political
organization of the umma or jama‘a, the Muslim community, is taken for granted.” Rosenthal, Political

Thought, 24.
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Darlene Rae May, “Al-Mawardi’s ‘Al-Ahkam As-Sultaniyyah’: A Partial Translation with Introduction and
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